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Live Here. Work Here. Play Here. Invest Here.
WELCOME

T

he pace of development in and
around Gaston County has put our
communities in play for explosive
growth in new business and investment.
As the fourth most populous county in the
15-county Charlotte Region, Gaston County
has a great deal to offer businesses and residents. If getting somewhere is important,
you won’t be disappointed. Most of Gaston
County is within a 30-minute drive of the
Charlotte Douglas International Airport,
which provides our residents and business
community a portal to the world. If proximity to your customer is important to your
business, we are your location of choice. More than 50% of the US population lives within 12-hours trucking distance or a 2-hour flight of the
Charlotte area. With easy access to multiple Interstates (I-77, I-40, & I-85),
cities like New York, Orlando and Chicago are easily reached in a day.
The last several years has seen a dramatic increase in development
across Gaston County and the momentum continues. In April, the City
of Gastonia cut the ribbon to open the new $26.2 million FUSE District
Stadium just in time for the 2021 baseball season. This centerpiece of
the FUSE District development is home to the Gastonia Honey Hunters,
a brand new franchise in the Atlantic League of Professional Baseball.
In June, CaroMont Health broke ground on a new hospital and medical campus in Belmont as part of their plan to invest over $330 million
into new facilities throughout Gaston County over the next five years.
In addition to new medical facilities, the hospital plans to partner with
Belmont Abbey College to develop a new health sciences program at the
college. Private investment in commercial development remains strong
with more than 4.4 million square feet of new industrial and logistics
space currently under construction valued at $200 million. The future
looks promising for 2022 and beyond as developers and business leaders have targeted Gaston County for an additional $326 million in new
investment that will add more than 4.1 million square feet of new space
for business and industry.
Gaston County continues to lead the Charlotte region in manufacturing job growth. Foreign direct investment (FDI) has accounted for the
majority of new projects announced by the Gaston County Economic
Development Commission. These operations involve plastic, chemical,
metalworking, and food production and many are family owned. Canada, Turkey, Israel, Germany, Belgium, Spain, Italy, Mexico, Australia,
Switzerland, Sweden, Netherlands and Japan are the home countries
of these firms. These international firms have invested over $400 million along with the creation of over 1,000 new jobs in the county. The
announced jobs created by FDI consistently has higher average annual
wages than the County’s.
The livability throughout our county is a main attraction for young
families and professionals. Many of our cities offer weekly downtown
festivals and street concerts in spring and summer. Outdoor recreation
abounds as Crowders Mountain State Park located in the western portion of the county compliments the eastern boundary formed by the
Catawba River and the activities of the US National Whitewater Center.
Gaston County offers the best balance for work, play and lifestyle.
After reading the information included within, I hope you will take
time to come visit us. You can then see for yourself what makes Gaston
County so inviting.
Tom Keigher, Chairman
Gaston County Board of Commissioners
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QUALITY IMPACTS.
LANXESS in North Carolina

• Producing high-tech
plastic compounds,
urethane prepolymers and
phthalate-free plasticizers

26044_LXS_CharlotteBusnJournal)10x13.125Ad_FIN.indd 1

• Economic impact:
$20.4 million
• $12.3 million annually
in salary, wages &
beneﬁts to local
employees
• ~$1 million per year in
direct tax payments

• Partner with Gaston
Community College in
support of training for
chemical operators
• Committed to engaging
in community
development within
Gaston County
• Active member of
the South Gastonia
Community Advisory Panel

10/8/21 10:53 AM
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DEMOGRAPHICS – It’s in the Details
ABOUT GASTON COUNTY
Size

232,946 acres

Population (2020 Census):

227,943

2025 Projected Population:

231,109

Annual Population Growth Rate:

1.20%

Prime Age Labor Force (25-54 years):

81%

Labor Force Participation Rate (16 years+):

62%

Gaston County Labor Force:

110,400

Average Annual Change in Employment:

2.00%

Manufacturing Employment:

14,367 (20% of total employment)

Healthcare & Social Asst. Employment:

11,364 (16% of total employment)

Retail Trade Employment:

10,059 (14% of total employment)

Public Schools:

56

Private Schools:

6

College and Universities:

2

* DATA SOURCE: NC DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE VIA D4 DELIVERY & JOBSEQ. DATA REFLECTS 2021-Q1 UNLESS
OTHERWISE NOTED.

ABOUT GASTON COUNTY SCHOOLS
•

Top Employer:
Second largest employer in
Gaston County with more
than 3,800 full-time and parttime employees, including
1,950 classroom teachers

•

School Choice:
Gaston County Schools
is proud to offer 21 school
choice/magnet school
programs. Prior to 2016,
there were only two magnet
programs – Highland School
of Technology and Gaston Early College High School. New Academy
programs were introduced during the 2019-2020 year in six areas: Career,
Collegiate Prep, Health Sciences, Leadership, Public Service, and Technology
and Industrial Engineering.

•

Graduation Rate:
The graduation rate for the Class of 2021 is 86.5 percent. Six schools have a
graduation rate that exceeds 90 percent, and three schools have a perfect
graduation rate of 100 percent.

**DATA PROVIDED BY GASTON COUNTY SCHOOLS IN SEPTEMBER 2021. DATA REFLECTS 20-21 SCHOOL YEAR

WE TAKE LEARNING
BEYOND THE CLASSROOM
One of the TOP private schools in the Charlotte area

ENROLLING NOW FOR 2022-2023
Preschool - 12th grade | 704.864.7744 | gastonday.org

OCTOBER 22, 2021
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BUSINESS NEEDS IN GASTON COUNTY
GASTON BUSINESS ASSOCIATION (GBA)

T

he Gaston Business Association
(GBA) was created in January
2021 through a merger of the
former Gaston Regional Chamber of
Commerce and Greater Gaston Development Corporation in response to a
heightened desire for alignment and
collaboration around a communitywide economic development strategy.
Under the leadership of President
& CEO Patrick Mumford and Chief
Operating Officer Steve D’Avria, the
foundational work of the GBA was developed around three strategic tenets:
» Connect businesses to
opportunities, ideas, and essential
resources
» Commit to Gaston County’s
economic growth and prosperity
» Collaborate with members,
investors, and community
partners to deliver unique and
transformational outcomes
“We were intentional about building the
organization around identified needs
important to businesses,” said Mumford. “This approach has positioned us
to create, influence, and leverage economic opportunities, address challenges, and provide exceptional support to
businesses,” he added.
The work of the GBA is guided by
the following three strategic priorities
focused on critical economic issues in
Gaston County.
1 | Promoting Business Success
Connecting businesses to
opportunities, ideas, and essential
resources
Business success is the ultimate
measure of success for the GBA. As an
accredited Chamber of Commerce, the
GBA provides support to businesses
through innovative, effective, and impactful strategies.
As a new organization established
during a global pandemic, the GBA recognizes the business environment is
in a state of flux. To accommodate the
everchanging business climate, the GBA
is actively seeking input and feedback
from the business community regarding current challenges and requirements. Findings from various outreach
sessions will inform potential programming modifications and improvements
to enhance member benefit and connect
businesses with essential resources.
In addition, the GBA is developing
an approach to engaging, connecting,
and assisting businesses currently underrepresented within the GBA membership, specifically Black- and Lat-

inx-owned companies. This early work
entails outreach and listening sessions
to gather information related to their
unique perspectives and challenges in
order to inform future programming
and services development.
2 | Influencing the Business
Environment
Committed to the economic growth and
prosperity of Gaston County
To attract and retain the diverse mix
of businesses required for a thriving
economy, cost effective utilities, reliable
and comprehensive transportation/
mobility options, pro-growth public
policies, and an excellent quality of life
must be taken into consideration.
In response, and as the collective
voice of business, the GBA is working
to enrich Gaston County’s economic
diversification, overall reputation, and
regional position.
Through its advocacy efforts,
the GBA actively supports strategies and actions which create a positive business climate, resulting in:

Q&A WITH PATRICK MUMFORD
Q: What role does the GBA play in
Economic Development?
Economic development is a team
sport, and the GBA is fortunate
to be part of an exceptional team.
In collaboration with a myriad
of business entities, the Gaston
County Economic Development
Commission, and Gaston municipal
partners, the GBA is focused on
driving economic growth through
targeted business support,
advocacy, and talent efforts.
Q: What would you tell someone
considering establishing or moving
their business to Gaston County?
With its proximity to the
Charlotte airport, unmatched
physical attributes, a businessfriendly climate, and 13 unique
municipalities offering small town
charm, Gaston County is poised for
significant economic opportunity
and prosperity.

Patrick Mumford,
Gaston Business
Association President & CEO

Q: What is the largest challenge/
opportunity facing Gaston County?
Similar to surrounding communities,
Gaston businesses of all sizes are currently
struggling with workforce challenges
related to finding and retaining qualified
talent.
For the foreseeable future,
transportation, mobility, land use, and
infrastructure will remain foundational
components essential to long-term
economic viability.
Q: Why should a business consider joining
the GBA?
Joining the GBA provides businesses
the opportunity to partner with and
support a dynamic organization working
strategically to drive Gaston County’s
transformation into a regional business
and economic leader.

» Consistent pro-business/proregion public policy
» Efficient and congruent tax policy
» A straightforward and streamlined
regulatory environment
» The attraction, retention, and
development of a talented, skilled,
and diverse workforce
» Effective and sustainable
infrastructure investments
» Strong regional partnerships with
a focus on Gaston County
3 | Enhancing Workforce Capacity
Collaborate with members, investors,
and community partners to deliver
unique and transformational outcomes
The GBA is on the forefront of developing meaningful short- and long-term
solutions to address the business community’s most critical workforce/talent
needs.
This summer, the GBA participated
in the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation’s Talent Pipeline Management
(TPM) Academy to develop a best-inclass method to actively address talent
challenges throughout Gaston County.
In collaboration with public-sector
and education partners, the GBA is engaging healthcare, manufacturing, and
construction/trades organizations to
ascertain industry-specific talent priorities and hiring demands. Information
from these conversations will direct
how the GBA can best facilitate the
building and further improvement of
critical talent pipelines.

Delivering exceptional support to Gaston County
businesses through:
• Promoting Business Success
• Influencing the Business Environment
• Enhancing Workforce Capacity
601 W. Franklin Avenue, Gastonia, NC 28052 | 704.864.2621
GASTONBUSINESS.COM
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PUTTING CARE FIRST
DESPITE PANDEMIC CHALLENGES, CAROMONT
HEALTH REMAINS FOCUSED ON THE FUTURE

W

hen CaroMont Health announced
plans in early 2019 to invest more
than $330 million in construction
projects and capital improvements, those
projects were aimed at providing care and access for a rapidly growing community. With
the support of state and local leaders, the
Gastonia-based health system immediately
got to work on a five-year plan to bolster medical services in and around Gaston County, expand critical care space at CaroMont Regional
Medical Center and establish a new hospital
campus in Belmont. Then, the COVID-19 pandemic hit.
For many organizations, a disruption that
significant could have created major delays in
future plans and progress. While there have
been many challenges, including caring for a
record number of patients and administering
nearly 70,000 COVID-19 vaccines, CaroMont
Health has found innovative ways to prioritize patient care and move infrastructure
projects forward.
“From the very beginning, we knew we
were building more than a hospital, more
than a medical campus. We were building the
future,” said Chris Peek, President and Chief
Executive Officer for CaroMont Health. “The
COVID-19 pandemic didn’t change that perspective. In fact, it affirmed the need for expanded healthcare access in the region and
intensified our focus on these critical projects.”
Indeed, since kicking off construction for a
four-floor tower at the main campus of CaroMont Regional Medical Center in Gastonia
and breaking ground on the 66-bed hospital in Belmont, both projects have advanced
quickly.
“With the insight and guidance of medical
and clinical leadership, the critical care tower
at the main hospital and CaroMont Regional
Medical Center-Belmont have been designed
with an intense focus on the patient, both
their care and their experience,” said Richard
Blackburn, Vice President of Facilities and
Support Services for CaroMont Health.
At CaroMont Regional Medical Center
in Gastonia, the 146,000-square-foot critical care tower project will add 78 private
ICU-level rooms and expanded nursing and
administrative space for the care and treatment of seriously or critically ill patients.
For a hospital that sees more than 250,000
patient interactions each year, this space will
improve patient flow between medical units
and optimize the delivery of care.
A few miles east, CaroMont Regional Medical Center-Belmont will be the cornerstone
of a 28-acre medical campus. The hospital will
offer 66 patient rooms, a 16-room emergency
department, a labor and delivery unit, operating rooms and surgical capabilities, and robust diagnostic testing and imaging services.
A medical office building and parking deck is

also planned for the site. Early estimates suggest the hospital alone could create as many
as 150 new jobs in the region and see as many
as 16,000 patients in the first year.
The site of the new hospital is significant
not only for its presence on Interstate 85,
but also because the property is owned by
Belmont Abbey, the founder and sponsor of
Belmont Abbey College, and lies adjacent to
the school’s campus. The close proximity will
offer educational opportunities for students
in Belmont Abbey College’s health science
programs and health system-sponsored education and career advancement programs.
“This project is going to create high-paying
jobs and really fulfilling careers right here at
home, right here in Gaston County,” said Dr.
Bill Thierfelder, president of Belmont Abbey
College. “I know that Gaston County has been
searching for something big, something that
would be a sign or represent all the good that
is here, and I believe we found it.”
Thierfelder and Peek agree there are many
opportunities for CaroMont Health and Belmont Abbey College to work together with
high schools and community colleges to build
talent pipelines.
“Much like healthcare, education has the
unique ability to enrich and support not only
the recipient, but all who surround them,”
said Peek. “This partnership with Belmont
Abbey College, a highly respected institution focused on the advancement of others,
strengthens our community now and into the
future.”
While the COVID-19 pandemic will likely
continue to present new challenges for CaroMont Health, the health system remains focused on the programs, services and facilities
needed to help move the region forward. Because no matter the circumstances, CaroMont
Health will always choose to put care first.
To find out how CaroMont Health is helping transform the region, please visit caromonthealth.org.
About CaroMont Health:
CaroMont Health is a not-for-profit health
system headquartered in Gastonia, NC.
Committed to providing compassionate,
exceptional and highly reliable care within
five counties and two states, the system’s
435-bed CaroMont Regional Medical Center
was named among IBM Watson Health 100
Top Hospitals in 2018, top hospital in the
Charlotte region by Business NC magazine
in 2021, and has earned the most Grade A
ratings for Patient Safety by the Leapfrog
Group in the region. To find out how
CaroMont Health puts your care first, please
visit caromonthealth.org.

From left: Richard Blackburn, Vice President, Facilities and Support
Services, CaroMont Health, Abbot Placid Solari, O.S.B., Chancellor,
Belmont Abbey College, Dr. William Theirfelder, President, Belmont
Abbey College, David Payseur, Chair, Board of Directors, CaroMont
Health, Chris Peek, President and CEO, CaroMont Health

CaroMont Regional Medical Center-Belmont and associated
medical campus

CaroMont Regional Medical Center-Belmont

Critical Care tower at CaroMont Regional Medical Center in
Gastonia
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Helping our
community thrive.
At CaroMont Health, we’re committed to investing in
medical talent and opportunities for the next generation,
as well as in new facilities and the infrastructure necessary
to help our community thrive. caromonthealth.org
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CITY OF GASTONIA
GREAT PLACE. GREAT PEOPLE.
GREAT PROMISE.
More than a marketing tagline, our vibrant City
offers a diverse quality of life for those looking
for innovation and progress. Our geographic
location captures the natural beauty of the area
and can best be taken in from the view atop
Crowders Mountain, which is part of Crowders
Mountain State Park with 25-mile views, hiking
trails, and a lake. Residents and visitors can
access great greenways, ample parks, sports
facilities, and our City is just a short distance
from Charlotte.
CHOOSE GASTONIA.
Not only are future residents choosing Gastonia
as home but also many investors are doing the
same. While our City’s history was built in a
textile era, our Downtown has been attracting
regional attention for its anchor project, the
Franklin Urban Sports & Entertainment (FUSE)
District. This area includes approximately
288 acres along the West Franklin corridor.
Development is creating retail and entertainment
opportunities that fuse economic development
projects in this area with Gastonia’s Downtown,
aimed at growing and sustaining our economy for
future generations.

HELPFUL NUMBERS

Fire: 704-866-6806
Police: 704-866-6702

CaroMont Health Park,
a 5,000-person capacity sports and entertainment
venue, became home to the Gastonia Honey Hunters
Professional Baseball Team in 2021 and hosts a variety
of sports events, festivals, and other cultural events.
This jewel of our City has become the magnet for the
future of the FUSE District.
Loray Mill Redevelopment,
began in 2013 and is breathing new life into the
historic landmark by luring residents who are seeking
a vibrant, healthy, and growing community. Future
phases will ensure a more sustainable and viable
property for future residents.
Trenton Mill Lofts,
is another multi-faceted project in the FUSE District.
This stunning redevelopment project is transforming
Gastonia’s oldest mill – a 119-year-old building – into
82,00 square feet of residential space with 140 parking
spaces on West Main Avenue and Trenton Street.
Center City Crossings,
is a project that is part of our plan to revitalize
Downtown Gastonia and offer more diverse
housing options. When completed, it will include
approximately 100 apartments ranging in size, located
at 147 W. Main Avenue.

Public Works: 704-866-6774
Parks & Recreation: 704-866-6839

Durty Bull Brewery,
is opening a second location in the FUSE District,
joining Cavendish in Gastonia.
Coca-Cola Pad Development,
will be redeveloped into “The Dillinger” – a true
mixed-use destination offering luxury residential
living, a restaurant, and a one of a kind speak-easy.
Also available will be flex space, offering sports
training.
Gastonia Technology Park (GTP)
hosts several advanced manufacturing companies,
including Owens Corning, LANXESS, REPI, CTL
Packaging, Dixon Quick Coupling, and Röchling.
These companies represent countries around
the world, making Gastonia an international
destination for advanced manufacturing.
Northpoint GATEWAY85,
located in Gastonia and Lowell, is a 400-acre site
along I-85 across from the popular Frankin Square
retail corridor. Offering 10 to 11 industrial buildings
with more than 3.5 million feet of industrial
warehouse space, this massive project will reach
end-user customers in the supply chain and will
become a destination of choice major retailers
need to secure locations for last-mile delivery.
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TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
AT THE INTERSECTION OF
TODAY AND TOMORROW

A

s commuter patterns rebound and begin to
reflect pre-pandemic levels, state leaders can
once again focus their attention on projects to
ease congestion and improve mobility through Gaston County. Mrs. Randi Gates, Principal Transportation Planner with the City of Gastonia and Administrator of the Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln Metropolitan
Planning Organization, provides insight on five major projects intended to ease congestion in Gaston
County.
Exit 17 US 321 Interchange Improvements
In late 2017, the NCDOT began construction activities
alongside US 321 in Gastonia making way for improvements to the busy I-85 Exit 17 interchange necessary
to ease the chronic traffic congestion that jams that
intersection daily. The design makes use of existing
infrastructure as a cost saving initiative on the estimated $17.4 million project. Nearly three years later,
all construction was completed and the improved
interchange opened to traffic in late 2020. “Morning
and evening commute times have improved with easier access to and from I-85,” Gates shared.
I-85 Widening from Exit 17 in Gastonia to Exit 27 in
Belmont/Mount Holly
Planning and development activities are underway
on the proposed widening of I-85 to eight lanes from
Exit 17 in Gastonia north to Exit 27 in eastern Gaston County and is expected to improve traffic flow
and ease congestion once complete. This portion
of freeway is a critical stretch that connects Gastonia to other cities and towns in Gaston County and
serves as a key corridor for commuters within the
Charlotte metropolitan area. This is a massive undertaking that includes improvements to NC 7 (N.
Main Street) in Belmont, intersection improvements
to NC 7 (S. Main Street)/US 29/74 (Wilkinson Boulevard) in Belmont, as well as replacing all of the existing bridges, overpasses and interchanges along the
10-mile stretch while adding one lane each to northbound and south-bound I-85. The NCDOT expects to
host a public meeting in Summer 2022 to unveil final
draft design options for interchanges and overpasses. With an estimated cost of $822 million, including
costs for right-of-way acquisition, utility relocation,
and construction, work is set to begin in 2024 and
continue through 2028.
Widening of US 74 over the Catawba River near
Belmont
Ahead of the I-85 widening, the NCDOT has approved
plans to add two travel lanes to US 74 over the Catawba River near Belmont. Originally constructed as a
two lane bridge in 1933 with shoulders for pedestrians and areas for temporary parking, the bridge was
widened to its current four lane configuration in the
1950’s. As vehicular traffic has continued to rise in
the region, the current bridge has been deemed to
be functionally obsolete and in need of replacement.
Once complete, the bridge will be widened to six lanes
with a ten-foot multiuse path on both sides. Additionally, improvements to the intersection of US 29/74
(Wilkinson Blvd) and NC 7 (W Catawba St) are also included in this project. The project is expected to start

This portion of I-85 near Belmont to be widened as part of a larger NCDOT project scheduled to begin in 2024.

in late Summer/early Fall of 2023 and construction
is expected to last 2-3 years. Mrs. Gates added “Once
this project and the widening of I-85 are completed,
significant improvements to mobility through Gaston County are expected.
Silver Line to Gaston County
The LYNX Silver Line is a proposed 29-mile, 29 station
light rail project from the City of Belmont in Gaston
County, through Center City Charlotte and the Town
of Matthews, with a potential extension into Union
County. On April 28, 2021, the Charlotte Area Transit
System (CATS) policy board, the Metropolitan Transit
Commission (MTC), approved the refined Locally Preferred Alternative. With a newly adopted alignment,
CATS staff will continue to move the project forward
into more detailed design and environmental review
(Phase 2 – 15% design) for the portion of the project
in Mecklenburg County. Gaston County leaders are
beginning to have discussions about moving forward
with a 15% design for the portion in Gaston County, but no plans have been approved to date. In the
spring of 2021, the majority of cities and towns in
Gaston County, along with the County, adopted resolutions in support of the LYNX Silver Line extending into Gaston County. At least 36,000 people commute from Gaston County to Mecklenburg County
for work, according to the Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln MPO. “We need mobility options, and we can
only add so many lanes to existing highways — I-85
or US 74 — so it’s critical that we have other options,”
said Gates.

Catawba Crossings Feasibility Study
The Catawba Crossings Feasibility Study is underway to evaluate the feasibility of a new alignment
roadway between NC 279 (S. New Hope Road) in
southeastern Gaston County to NC 160 (Steele
Creek Road) in western Mecklenburg County. The
proposed project includes two new bridges over
the South Fork Catawba River and Catawba River
(Lake Wylie) and a new, or expanded, interchange
with I-485 south of the West Boulevard interchange. The Catawba Crossings is an important
component of the region’s future transportation
system.
The Catawba River creates a barrier between
western Mecklenburg County (NC) and southeastern Gaston County (NC) and northeastern
York County (SC). Considering the existing transportation deficiencies and the amount of future
development planned in the region, there is a
significant need to address congestion, increase
mobility options, improve the vitality and resiliency of the regional transportation network,
and enhance quality of life standards (e.g., reduced travel time). The Catawba Crossings is
proposed to be a 4-lane divided boulevard with
bicycle and pedestrian accommodations. The
first public comment opportunity ended in February 2021 and a second public comment opportunity is being planned for early 2022. Construction of the project is currently unfunded. For
more information on this project please visit
catawbacrossings.com.
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THE POWER OF TRAVEL
IMPORTANCE TO
GASTON COUNTY

DISCOVER THE RECREATION WONDERLAND
THAT IS GASTON COUNTY
Our most popular outdoor places where visitors can get outside and enjoy nature while hiking, biking and paddling.

T

he Travel Industry plays a powerful roll in our economy not
only nationwide, but here in
Gaston County as well. In 2019, before the pandemic, visitors to Gaston
County injected $291 into our economy. Nationally, travel generated $2.6
trillion in economic output and delivered a $51 billion trade surplus in 2019.
This vital revenue source stemming
from group and individual travelers
was severely impacted amid the pandemic, negatively affecting our economy including hotels, attractions,
event venues, restaurants and retailers, both nationwide and in the County as well. In 2020, travel-supported
jobs accounted for a staggering 65%
of all U.S. jobs lost due to the pandemic. Gaston County’s hotel room demand fell 11% and hotel room revenue
dropped 23% as industry-related businesses were forced curtail operations.
With such disparate losses, it is clear
that a broader economic recovery
hinges on a recovery within the travel
industry.
Today, a hope of “return to normal” is on the horizon. With the right
health and safety measures in place,
we can bolster travel, restore our
workforce and power the broader
economy.

GASTON COUNTY TOURISM
DEVELOPMENT

A department of Gaston
County Government, Tourism
Development strives to build
the county’s brand experiences
to drive visitation and partner
economic growth¬. In 2019,
visitors spent $291 million in
Gaston County, supporting 2,000
jobs and generating $21 million
in state and local tax collections.
GoGastonNC.org | 704-825-4044

Crowders Mountain State Park
The centerpiece of outdoor adventure is a 5,210-acre
state park located just west of Gastonia near the city
of Kings Mountain. The crowning jewel of the park is
Crowders Mountain, which is visible for miles. Sheer
rock cliffs near the summit soar 150 feet high and an
equally impressive companion peak, King’s Pinnacle,
is tucked away to the southwest near the South Carolina state line.
The park includes eleven trails ranging from easy
to strenuous and vary in length from .8 of a mile to 12
miles (out and back) Ridgeline Trail of moderate difficulty. The most popular trail is the 1.4-mile Rocktop
Trail, a strenuous and rocky climb to the summit of
Crowders Mountain, where panoramic views of the
gleaming Charlotte skyline are visible. A lake for fishing, as well as rock climbing and bouldering opportunities, by permit, are also available.

Hike and Bike
With the help of the Carolina Thread Trail, Gaston
County offers more than 25 miles of trails incorporating sidewalks, natural-surface and paved trails, offering visitors places to get outside and enjoy nature
while hiking and biking.
Three great parks for hiking and biking are George
Poston Park at Spencer Mountain with 13 miles of
trails, athletic fields, pump track, and playground,
Goat Island Park in Cramerton, complete with an
18-hole disc golf course, dog park, fishing pier, permanent ping-pong tables and corn hole, and Mountain
Island Park offering a 3.2-mile greenway, fishing and
rustic camping.

Paddle our Rivers
The Catawba River, can be found along the eastern border of Gaston County. Mount Holly and Belmont have come to the
forefront with marinas, boat launches and places to paddle. The slower flowing South Fork of the Catawba River offers even
more ways to access the water in McAdenville and Cramerton.
Simplify your day on the water by renting all the equipment you need located just a few steps from where you plan to
paddle. No need to haul it in when the gear is already here. The following places on the Catawba River provide rentals: Aquatic Adventures, Papa Steve’s and Tailrace Marina in Mount Holly, U.S. National Whitewater Center in Charlotte, and Riverside
Marina in Belmont. On the South Fork Catawba River, waterside rentals are available at The Boathouse in McAdenville, The
Floating Goat in Cramerton, and Sun’s Up Scuba in Belmont.

Daniel Stowe Botanical Garden
The Carolinas’ Garden for all seasons, Daniel Stowe
Botanical Garden, offers guests a chance to connect with nature and create lifelong memories with
friends and family. Located along the banks of Lake
Wylie, the Garden features spectacular gardens, sparkling fountains, a conservatory dedicated to the display of tropical plants and orchids, visitor pavilion,
gift store, nature trails and more.
In the evenings during the Christmas season visitors can stroll through “a Mile of a Million Lights!” at
Holidays at the Garden. Along the journey they will
discover enchanting fairy villages, visit with Santa,
listen to holiday music, roast marshmallows, sip a
warm beverage and more.
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Outdoor Adventure
While Crowders Mountain State Park is the centerpiece of outdoor adventure,
visitors will find many opportunities to get outside and hike, bike paddle and climb,
throughout Gaston County, NC. GoGastonNC.org/get-outdoors

GoGastonNC.org | 704-825-4044 | @GoGastonNC
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DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES
DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES RED HOT ACROSS THE COUNTY

W

hen you take a drive through Gaston County, you don’t have to look far beyond your
windshield to see signs of accelerating
growth. Residential, industrial, warehousing and
logistics, and diverse commercial development are
finding their place in the local landscape. In fact, the
pace of development in and around Gaston County
and the Charlotte Douglas International Airport
has put the region in play for explosive growth in
new business and investment. What was once the
next frontier is quickly moving to the forefront for
investors and key decision makers in business and
industry. Within the last two years, key capital investments in healthcare, manufacturing, warehousing and logistics have exceeded $467 million in Gaston County. During the same period, public sector
investments, such as the new FUSE stadium in Gastonia and the development of the Apple Creek Corporate Center by the Gaston County Board of Commissioners have topped $43 million. In addition,
there are a number of developers and business leaders eyeing Gaston County with intentions of making
their mark in 2022 and beyond sustaining the momentum that is transforming our communities.
Manufacturing is a deeply intertwined part of
the Charlotte Region’s identity. Supported through
strong partnerships with the economic development community, community college system, leading apprenticeship programs, manufacturing is the
largest employment sector in 10 of the 15 counties
in the Charlotte Region. “Gaston County continues
to be a leader in manufacturing growth in the Charlotte Region and the need for development-ready
industrial sites and buildings are key for continued
job growth and economic diversification,” says Donny Hicks, Executive Director at the Gaston County
Economic Development Commission. Gaston County’s strength in manufacturing along with the proximity to the Charlotte Douglas International Airport have made the county a location of choice for
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in manufacturing.
International firms have invested more than $400
million along with the creation of over 1,000 new
jobs during the past several years. In addition to advanced manufacturing operations, about half of the
twenty-five firms have engineering and headquarters operations located within their Gaston County
facilities.
Availability of skilled labor, highway accessibility,
tax rate, state and local incentives and quality-of-life
top are just a few of the factors companies consider
when making their location decision. In response,
leadership from across the county have developed
programs and services, including fast-track permitting, workforce training, and incentives, to name a
few, in an effort to make Gaston County stand out
in the sea of competition. The development community has taken notice of Gaston County, and done so
in a big way.

Gateway 85

In January, representatives from the City of Gastonia, the City of Lowell, Gaston County and JLL
Commercial Real Estate joined Missouri-based
NorthPoint Development for a groundbreaking to

GNT USA, Inc. – September 2021

Equus Capital Partners, Speculative building, September 2021

celebrate this transformative project and its longterm benefits. “There is a lot of interest in this type
of land development,” said Donny Hicks, Executive
Director of the Gaston County Economic Development Commission. “This project will allow Gastonia,
Lowell, and Gaston County to successfully compete
in the industrial warehouse market.” Located along
the Interstate 85 corridor in Gastonia and Lowell, the

Gateway 85 project will be comprised of more than
300 acres and is anticipated to include approximately 3.6 million square feet of industrial warehouse
space at full buildout. The development site is located just east of Cox Road, bounded to the north by
NC Highway 7 and Interstate 85 to the south. Construction is well underway at the site with tenant
space expected to be available by the end of 2021.

OCTOBER 22, 2021

Apple Creek Corporate Center

Just west of Dallas on Hwy 279, site development activities are nearing completion on the more than 300-acre county-owned industrial
park. When complete, Apple Creek Corporate Center will include
ten pre-graded, development-ready sites that can accommodate facilities ranging from 30,000 square feet to 400,000 square feet under roof. Fully served by all major utility providers, Apple Creek is
prepared to meet the needs of most advanced manufacturing operations.
Infrastructure construction is not the only work ongoing at the
Apple Creek Corporate Center. GNT USA Inc., which announced
their location decision in August 2020, is nearing completion of a
new facility to house a food processing operation. Building activities are anticipated to be complete in the fourth quarter with operations to begin soon after. In June, Knoll America, Inc. announced
plans to purchase approximately 12 acres within the park and will
construct a new headquarters operation and production facility. The
new facility will also include a state-of-the-art training area, showroom, warehouse and distribution center.
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What are you
looking at?

RiverWest construction underway in Belmont

Charlotte developer, Tribek Properties, has broken ground on a
speculative industrial project just north of I-85 in Belmont. “We’ve
seen unprecedented demand for industrial product in close proximity to the I-85 corridor and RiverWest was the first of the speculative
projects to have a shovel in the ground,” stated Donny Hicks, Gaston
County Economic Development Director. “The project’s close proximity to Charlotte makes it that much more appealing to end users.” The site is 10 minutes from the Charlotte Douglas International
Airport, and minutes to the I-85 and I-485 interchange. Located on
Woodlawn Avenue, RiverWest is a 600,000 square foot development
this is comprised of two separate buildings and can accommodate
tenants ranging in size from 40,000 square foot to 400,000 square
foot.

Delta Industrial Park:

In February, Charlotte-based Trinity Capital announced plans to
develop an 860,000 square foot Class-A industrial building (expandable to 1,200,000 square feet) at the Delta Industrial Park located on
Delta Drive in Gastonia. Located immediately off I-85 at Exit 14, the
building will be highly visible and easily accessible. The 480 linear
foot building will be cross-docked, with 130 total dock doors and
four drive in doors, feature 36 foot clear heights and 54’ x 50’ column
spacing. This facility will be ideal for a wide range of uses, including
manufacturing, distribution, fulfillment, e-commerce, and third party logistics.

Speculative Construction Adds Inventory in Kings Mountain:

We’ll help your brand
stand out like an ostrich
in a business journal.

In May, Equus Capital Partners, LTD broke ground on the new
300,240 square foot speculative logistics building at 300 Woodlake
Parkway in Kings Mountain. Located less than 1 mile from I-85 and
accessible by two interchange locations, this facility is 25 miles from
Charlotte Douglas International Airport and 219 miles from the Port
of Charleston, SC. This Class A facility will feature 32 foot clear ceilings, 40 dock high doors, two drive-in doors, ESFR fire protection and
ample parking for trailers and automobiles. Attractive incentives,
access to labor, low property taxes and utility costs make this an ideal location for a manufacturing or distribution company seeking a
strategic location along the east coast.
Most recently, the Gaston County Board of Commissioners approved incentives in support of a new 1.25 million square foot warehouse and distribution facility tapped for the Kings Mountain Corporate Park. Led by the Keith Corporation in Charlotte, this speculative
project will add desirable inventory of available space in western Gaston County and is expected to be complete by the end of 2022.

www.havenmavens.com
CBJ_HalfPage_0923121.indd 1

10/4/21 5:10 PM
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Experience A Community
Where Businesses Thrives
*NC’s 2021 22nd Safest City
(Ranked by Safe Wise)
*Numerous commercial and industrial
sites
*Easily accessible by land and air (GSP,
CLT, Inland port in Greer)
*Available skilled workforce
*Educational partnerships for
workforce development
*Low taxes, cost-of-living and utilities
*Affordable undeveloped land
*Proximity to major markets and global
connectivity – CLT and GSP
*Home to catylist projects: Osage Mill,
Stinger Park, Southridge Business Park
*Pro-business climate

CHARLOTTE BUSINESS JOURNAL
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GASTON COUNTY GOVERNMENT
It’s About the Brand

G

aston County government had never
had a logo and brand until last summer. It had relied on the use of the
county seal, which was developed in the 1970s
and no longer adequately highlighted the
county’s strengths. A small team, comprised
of new and longtime County employees from
across several key departments, was assembled to work with HAVEN Creative (based
out of Waxhaw, NC) to develop a brand. The
internal team helped provide the direction
on the elements we wanted to highlight the
County’s natural beauty, its diverse economic
base and accelerating growth and opportunity. The new logo that was development did
just that! The ‘G’, surrounding a bright sun
and a skyline rising to meet it, represents the
ongoing growth in the County and the vibrant future that lies ahead. Two teal lines,
representing the Catawba and South Fork
rivers, symbolize two of the many beauties of
nature found in our County. Gaston County,
as a whole, adopted the tagline first penned
by the staff at the Gaston County Economic
Development Commission - “Local Strengths.
Global Success.” to encapsulate that the entire county as an entity, and not just the EDC
on its own, is pushing for greater achievement and notoriety for its assets, economic
growth and innovation.
Prior to this effort, the Gaston County government had a number of departments that
had logos of many different colors, with a
multitude of fonts and styles, making it difficult to discern if they were all a part of one
organization. To maintain continuity within
the brand, it was important to the internal
team to provide customization options to
governmental departments who feared losing their individuality. The second part of the
branding project was to create departmental
logos that allowed each department to modify one portion of the logo (where the buildings and sun are) to create a unique stamp for
their department that still maintains the key
elements of the main brand.
This project has been a rousing success internally and will help the County better market its services to its residents, visitors and
prospective employers alike.

GASTON COUNTY
WELCOMES NEW
COMPANIES AND
LOCAL EXPANSIONS,
2019 – 2021
TOTAL NEW INVESTMENT

TOTAL NEW JOBS

$438.2 MILLION

450+

NEW COMPANIES

LOCAL EXPANSIONS

For business location or expansion assistance, please contact the
Gaston County Economic Development Commission at 704-825-4046
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Grow in Gaston
Gaston County has a
proven track record for
major industrial development
and continues to be a leader
in manufacturing job growth
in the Charlotte region.

APPLE CREEK AT A GLANCE:
• 300+ acre county-owned industrial development
• Located 4.5 miles north of I-85 and 20 miles
west of Charlotte Douglas International Airport
• Now home to GNT, USA Inc. and KNOLL America, Inc.

• 7 development-ready sites remain available for large to
mid-sized manufacturing operations

Visit:
applecreeknc.com
to learn more!

Why business leaders are choosing Gaston County:
“A big part of why we selected Apple Creek Corporate Center is because
of the great people of Gaston County who made me feel welcome every
time during my multiple visits to the area.”
“We felt immediately very welcomed.”
“Gaston County provides an excellent manufacturing environment for
our needs.”

Scan to watch
Apple Creek Video.

GAS_AppleCreek_CBJ_v0923_v2.indd 1

“The close proximity to major interstates and the international
airport allows us to service most customers within a day.”

9/23/21 7:08 PM

